The introduction of tariff system on solid waste collection and disposal may rapidly lead to a reduction in the volume of solid waste, this also under governmental control .
Nor can preventive measures with respect to epidemiological diseases be left to mere individual responsibility.
Here, too, governmental power must be strengthened. It is claimed that a tariff system concerning solid waste management will impose a further burden on the economic situation of ordinary citizens. But sanitation control must be implemented and maintained and there is, however, no evidence to support that claim. It will be necessary for manufacturers themselves to be responsible for the solid waste (including packing and/or parcel waste) produced at the stage of manufacture and delivery. To cover this cost, manufacturers may then raise their prices. Thus the arguments arise as to what is the most effective solution as between a tariff system and recycle considerations. In the case of the Great Hanshin-Awaji Earthquake at least twenty nations immediately offered assistance.
The rejection of such assistance, according to the officials, occurred because Japan was itself not prepared to deal with the situation, but I suspect that, instead, they really preferred to handle the disaster by themselves. In all probability , false pride, in addition to some political and bureaucratic issues, led to the rejection of overseas assis-Sachiho NAITO tance : Japan did not wish to categorized as a developing country.
As a matter of fact, however, the International Solid Waste Management Association offered a symposium in conversation with the UNEP International Environmental Technology
Center on Osaka, following the earthquake. Clearly, huge amounts of solid waste were generated by the Yugoslavian War, the Gulf War and in Lebanon and elsewhere. And the USA and Turkey successfully and fairly rapidly disposed of demolition waste following heavy earthquakes.
Japan, in light of those experiences, is still at the level of a developing country. Japan, in rejecting foreign assistance, rejected the opportunity to learn about solid waste management from experts overseas who had such experiences, and so it seems to me that the 1992 Diet recommendation was not in fact put into practice. 
